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Legislative & Public Awareness Committee 

Minutes for July 8, 2025, from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
 

Members Present (P)     Not Present (NP) 

 
Christie Cyktor (P)  Lynn Heitz (NP)   Julia Barol (P) 

Passle Helminski (P)   Julianna Rodrigues (P)  Michelle Mitchell (P)  
      

PaRC Staff Present: Chris Todd, Michelle Gerrick 
 

OVR Staff Present: Chris Harbert 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

This meeting was conducted through Zoom. Ms. Christie Cyktor called the meeting to 
order at 10:00 AM once quorum was established. 

 
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 

 

Ms. Julia Barol suggested adding to the agenda discussion regarding the Department of 
Labor’s decision to withdraw the proposed rule to phase out subminimum wages for 

people with disabilities under Section 14(c) of the Fair Labor Standards Act.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND PAST MINUTES 
 

MOTION was made by Ms. Passle Helminski to approve the agenda with 
additions and past meeting minutes. Ms. Julia Barol seconded the motion. All 

were in favor.  
 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS: 
 

Pennsylvania Legislative Services (MYPLS) Communication Connection Service 
 

• Ms. Julia Barol shared the following link 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/07/2025-
12534/employment-of-workers-with-disabilities-under-section-14c-of-the-fair-

labor-standards-act-withdrawal and explained that on July 7, 2025, after receiving 
over 17,000 comments the Department of Labor announced their decision to 

mailto:parc@parehabilitationcouncil.org
https://parehabilitationcouncil.org/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/07/2025-12534/employment-of-workers-with-disabilities-under-section-14c-of-the-fair-labor-standards-act-withdrawal
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/07/2025-12534/employment-of-workers-with-disabilities-under-section-14c-of-the-fair-labor-standards-act-withdrawal
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/07/2025-12534/employment-of-workers-with-disabilities-under-section-14c-of-the-fair-labor-standards-act-withdrawal


 

 Pennsylvania Rehabilitation Council (PaRC) 2 

 

withdraw the proposed rule to phase out subminimum wages for people with 
disabilities under Section 14 (C) of the Fair Labor Standards Act. Members 

explained that the Department of Labor’s explanation includes details that suggest 
that they may lack the authority to override legislation, use of the word ‘shall’ 

implies that the legislation is mandatory, and that States that have changed their 
laws may not override federal laws and could have sub-minimum wages put back 

into place. Members agreed to draft a letter to address the withdrawal to inform 
and educate Legislators about the Council’s stance on this important issue.   

 
MOTION was made by Ms. Passle Helminski to draft a letter explaining PaRC’s 

stance on 14 (c) subminimum wages at the federal level. Ms. Julia Barol 
seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

 
• Members reviewed information regarding the Pennsylvania Legislative Services 

(MYPLS) Communication Connection service which would cost $1375 for a one-

year renewal beginning September 1, 2025.  
 

MOTION was made by Ms. Passle Helminski for approval to renew the 
Pennsylvania Legislative Services (MYPLS) Communication Connection service 

for one year. Ms. Julia Barol seconded the motion. All were in favor.  
 

Transportation Accessibility Letter  
 

• Members reviewed the draft letter regarding accessible transportation and 
suggested the addition of a statement regarding transportation for seniors for 

medical appointments.  
• Mr. Chris Harbert, OVR, explained that Mr. Ryan Hyde shared concerns inquiring if 

this letter would be appropriate to notify the Governor of this issue. Members 
agreed to also address the Governor’s Administration on the letter.  

 

MOTION was made by Ms. Passle Helminski for approval to forward the letter 
regarding accessible transportation to the Executive Committee. Ms. Julianna 

Rodrigues seconded the motion. All were in favor.  
 

Review State and Federal Legislative Watchlists 
 

• Members reviewed the State and Federal Legislative Watchlists and had no 
changes.  

 
Schedule next meeting 

 
• Members agreed to meet again on August 5, 2025, from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM. 

 
Public Comment 

 

• Ms. Christie Cyktor provided comment as a member of the public and explained 
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that it is important to acknowledge the recent decisions and passing of Legislation 
affecting Medicaid. She explained that this is a difficult time both mentally and 

emotionally for many and urged everyone to please take time for self-care and to 
take space as advocates to be present moving forward with this important work.  

 
Adjourn 

 
MOTION was made by Ms. Passle Helminski to adjourn. Ms. Julia Barol 

seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.   


