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 Pennsylvania Rehabilitation Council (PaRC) 1 

 

  
 

The mission of the Council is to inform and advise the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, the State Board of Vocational Rehabilitation, the 

Legislature, and the Governor on the diverse issues affecting employment of people with disabilities.   

   

FULL COUNCIL MEETING  
Wednesday, May 6, 2026  
Virtual Platform - Zoom  

 

MEETING AGENDA 
   
10:00 AM WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS: Michelle Mitchell, Chair 

• PaRC Mission Statement  

• Roll Call of Council Members: Nichole Wade, Moderator 
➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Meeting Agenda, May 6, 2026 
➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Full Council Meeting Minutes, February 11, 2026 
 

  FISCAL REPORT Q3: Julianna Rodrigues, Member at Large 
 

CHAIR REPORT: Michelle Mitchell, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Executive Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027  
 

ELECTION OF PaRC OFFICERS FOR FY 2025-2026: Susan Tomasic, Governance Committee Chair 

OVR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Ryan Hyde, Executive Director  
 
11:05 AM PUBLIC COMMENT (3 minutes each) 
 
11:15 AM  BREAK (15 minutes)  
  
11:30 AM OVR REPORTS 

• Quarterly Update on the Combined State Plan – Jim Whitonis, VR Specialist 
 
11:50 AM  PRESENTATION: Overview of MY Work Program 

Dana McKinney, Vocational Rehabilitation Specialist Supervisor, L&I  
York District Office 

 

mailto:parc@parehabilitationcouncil.org
file://///littlewolf/shardata/RAC/RAC/CT_F_file/parac.org
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12:30 PM LUNCH (45 minutes) 
 
1:15 PM           STAKEHOLDER REPORTS  

• Department of Education: Dr. Carole Clancy, Department of Education | Bureau of Special 

Education, Director 
• Client Assistance Program: Andrew Pennington, Director  

• Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing: Melissa Hawkins, Director 

• Statewide Independent Living Council: Susan Tomasic, SILC Board Chair  

• State Workforce Development Board: James Martini, Executive Director 
 
2:00 PM           PaRC COMMITTEE REPORTS  

• Action / Social Media Committee: Joan Myers Goodman, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027  

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve draft script for PaRC Video Project  

 

• CareerLink Committee: Twana Jones, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027 

 

• Governance Committee: Susan Tomasic, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027  

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve forwarding William Paz De Melo’s membership application for 
consideration for appointment to the PaRC as a representative of disability advocacy 
groups 
 

• Legislative Committee: Christie Cyktor, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027 
 

• Policy Committee: Lynn Heitz, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027 

 

• Transition Committee: Julia Barol, Chair 

➢ ACTION ITEM: Approve Committee Goals for FY 2026-2027 

 

• Ad Hoc Committee - Business Enterprise Program (BEP): Joan Myers Goodman/Lynn Heitz 
 

• Ad Hoc Committee – Citizen Advisory Committees (CACs): Andrew Pennington 

 

• Ad Hoc Committee – Impartial Hearing Officer & Mediator: Andrew Pennington 
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COUNCIL REPORTS  

➢ 2026 PDE Conference report – Michelle Mitchell, Cindy Duch (written report) 

➢ NCSRC/CSAVR Spring 2026 Conference reports / Federal legislative visits – Julia Barol, 

Christie Cyktor, Michelle Mitchell, Julianna Rodrigues  

➢ HGAC Graduation – Julia Barol, Lynn Heitz, Joan Myers Goodman, Andrew Pennington 

 
2:45 PM          PUBLIC COMMENT: (3 minutes each) 
 
3:00 PM          ADJOURN  

 
 NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING: Wednesday, August 12, 2026 

 

All members of the public are welcome to join meetings by computer or phone. The 

Zoom meetings are also available for the public to attend at the following physical site 
location: UCP/PaRC business office at 55 Utley Dr. Camp Hill, PA 17011. Please contact 

PaRC staff at parc@parehabilitationcouncil.org or at 717-975-2004 at least three days 
prior to the meeting to confirm attendance. Accommodations are available upon a timely 

request to individuals with disabilities. Anyone who would like to make Public Comment 
prior to the meeting may submit comments to parc@parehabilitationcouncil.org or at 

(717) 975-2004. 
 


